
Fix-Up Strategies
When good readers get stuck, they stop and decide how to repair their 

confusion.  Fix-Up strategies will assist in repairing confusion and can be 
used in many different types of situations.

1. Make a Connection  : Use memories, personal experiences, information 
on the subject, etc to help understand the text.
• 9/11 and the Holocaust – forgiveness

2. Make a Prediction  : Use titles, textual organization, pictures, etc to predict 
what a section of text or novel will be about.  
• Science textbooks use bold terms, pictures, and keys to help 

students anticipate content

3. Ask a Question  : Makes the reader curious and want to continue reading. 
Some questions can be answered using the text, others must be 
answered using other information. 
• “Why is he in a concentration camp?”

4. Write About What You’ve Read  : Allows the reader to clarify thinking. 
Could be writing a summary, responding to a prompt, or jotting down a few 
notes.
• “The main idea of this passage is…”, using sticky notes to record 

thinking

5. Visualize  : Use life, movies, and TV to create images that help make 
sense of what the words are saying. 
• “Independence Day” movie helps Jason understand an article on 

Area 51

6. Use Print Conventions  : Key words, bold print, italicized words, capital 
letters, and punctuation enhance understanding.  
• Bold words are often listed in the glossary with a definition.

7. Speed Up or Slow Down  :  If a text is difficult or unfamiliar, the reader 
must slow down to construct meaning.  If something is familiar or boring, 
reading faster sometimes forces the brain to stay engaged.  Good readers 
adjust as needed.
• Discussion groups 

8. Retell What You’ve Read  :  Retelling helps the reader reflect and provides 
a check on whether they understood the text.  
• Think, Pair, Share with a buddy
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