
Six-Step Process for Teaching New Vocabulary Terms

Step 1: Provide a description, explanation, or example of the new term.

• Build on direct experiences, like a field trip or family vacation
• Tell a story that integrates the term
• Use video, magazine, or computer images as a stimulus for the new 

information

Example:

A few days after the class had started reading Fahrenheit 451, Mrs. Locke 
introduced a new word by telling one student that he should not read the book 
that was sitting on his desk.  Naturally, the student looked surprised.  She went 
on to say that he should read only those books that were approved by her.  She 
walked over to another student and remarked that she noticed that she was 
keeping a journal and that it should be turned in at the end of class to be 
“checked” in the case the student had written anything incriminating.  Finally, she 
told the students that they should always check with her before buying any new 
CDs so that she could approve their choices.  

The students looked at one another wondering if she had lost her mind!  What 
was going on?

After a long silence, Mrs. Locke asked the students to describe what she was 
doing and how it made them feel.  One said “You were taking charge of our 
thinking and I was getting mad.”  Another said that she thought that the teacher 
was being unfair.  One student stated that the teacher had no right to tell them 
what to read, write about, or listen to.  Mrs. Locke explained to the students that 
they had just experienced a dramatization of the word 

CENSORSHIP

Step 2: Ask students to restate the description, explanation, or example in 
their own words.

• Help students develop sufficient initial understanding so that they can 
describe the term and represent the term nonlinguistically

• Establish a record-keeping system – a separate vocabulary notebook or 
section in a content area notebook

Examples:

Step 3: Ask students to construct a picture, symbol, or graphic 
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Censorship is like a gag put on all your senses.
Percent means how many things there are out of 100.  75 
percent means 75 out of 100.
Function is when one thing makes another happen or one thing goes up 
the same way another goes up.
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representing the term or phrase.

• Types of pictures can include drawings, symbols, graphics, cartoon 
bubbles, etc.

• Challenges include the students believing that they cannot draw, “over-
drawing”, students that would rather just copy the definition, trouble 
representing the term.

• Possible solutions include modeling for them – drawings do not have to be 
perfect, discuss the power of pictures, allow students to work together, 
work with students on difficult terms.

Examples:

      

    Male Female          No, Against         Happy

              Precarious        Medical       

Step 4: Engage students periodically in activities that help them add to 
their knowledge of the terms in their notebooks.

• Make new connections
• Discover or rediscover meanings
• Gain new insights
• Clarify misconceptions
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Examples:

Use graphic organizers (see handouts) to prompt students to compare and 
contrast terms and to deepen their understanding of the term’s meaning through 
examples, non-examples, root words, word stems, and pictures.

Prompt students to find examples of the term in various sources, including 
commercials, ads, magazine and newspaper articles, etc.

Step 5: Periodically ask students to discuss the terms with one another.

• Think
• Pair
• Share

Example:

Think: Provide a few minutes of quiet time to allow students to review their own 
descriptions and images of the targeted terms in their notebooks.  Consider 
modeling for them, by thinking aloud, some of the kinds of thinking they might do 
during this quiet time.

Pair: After students have had a chance to think about the targeted terms, 
organize them into pairs and ask them to discuss their descriptions and pictures 
of the terms with their partners.  You may want to prompt them to:

• Compare their descriptions of the term
• Describe their pictures to each other
• Explain any new information they have learned or “ahas” they have had 

since the last time they reviewed the terms
• Identify areas of disagreement or confusion and seek clarification from 

their resources

Share: Invite students to share aloud with the whole class and new thoughts or 
understandings the have discussed in their pairs.  As student share, highlight 
interesting ideas and encourage students to explain any examples of confusion 
or any misconceptions that surfaced during their discussion.  This step allows 
you to make sure that confusion and misconceptions have been resolved 
accurately.  Ask students to make additions/revisions to their notebook entries 
and monitor this. 
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Step 6: Involve students periodically in games that allow them to play with 
new terms.

Examples:
1. What is the Question?  Jeopardy-type questions
2. Vocabulary charades
3. Name that Category
4. Draw me
5. Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?
6. SENTEO or Beyond Question
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