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Discussion Director

  


Your job is to lead your group in a discussion on the questions provided.  The responses should be detailed and include in depth support from the student’s book.  As Discussion Director, you should clarify to the group what was said, and keep the discussions progressing.  Additionally, your job is to remind everyone to stay on task.  After redirecting someone twice, notify the teacher, and grade that student’s participation accordingly.
  

Order for Leading Your Group Discussion 

  

1. Pose each of the questions to your group for discussion 

2. Ask for each member of your group to state their responses.  If a student’s answer is unclear, be sure to ask for supporting details from the novel. 

3. Be sure that the Summarizer is getting all information down.

4. Call on the Passage Master and Connector. 

5. You fill out the Group Record sheet, with input from your group members. 

6. After discussion is completed, assign roles for your next reading and make sure everyone gets a new role.  

7. Group Record Sheets will be kept in your group folder.  

  

Passage Master

Locate 3 passages from your novel that your group should discuss, and think about. 

  

Passages should be important things for everyone to notice, remember, or think about. 

  

Choose a variety of passages, not all the same type--here are suggestions: 

·         surprising/startling 

·         connection to the theme or an earlier discussion
·         descriptive writing: figurative language, strong verbs, etc. (identify literary devices) 

·         important (maybe a clue?  foreshadowing?) 

·         controversial event (elicits different opinions from group members) 

  

Be sure to include a brief background of the quote, including the character’s situation, the setting, and the recent events.  Read your passage, and explain why you chose that quote.  Write down the passages that you chose and an explanation of why, and place it in the folder. 
  

Summarizer

  

 
Your job is to prepare a brief summary of today's discussion.  The other members of your group will be counting on you to write a summary that conveys the key points of today's guided discussion.  It is a good idea to jot down the comments on scratch paper before you complete this form.  Be sure to write your summary in complete sentences!  


When you have finished your summary, give this discussion summary a short title--something that captures the main idea. 

  

The topic of discussion was  _____________________________________ 

The key ideas discussed included




 made a convincing statement when he/she said 















.  Another important point was made by 





 when he/she said 










.  Details from the novels, 






, were used to support/disprove 








(what idea?).  

Connector

The Connector should make connections between the novels.  During the discussion, the Connector should listen for details about the other novels, including plot, characters, conflict, mood, setting, etc.  It is the Connector’s job to compare and contrast the novels, looking for commonalities in theme.  The Connector’s findings will help guide the group toward choosing a final project.  The Connector should create a graphic organizer at the end of the discussion, detailing the similarities and differences found.  One example of a graphic organizer would be a Venn Diagram.  When finished with the graphic organizer, place it in the group folder. 

Daily Group Record Sheet

  

Literature Circle's Name: _____________   Date:  






  


Following the group meeting, the Discussion Director will complete this form with the help of the group members.  

  

1.  Two topics which generated the most discussion today were: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

2.  As a group, we agreed one of the most important or intriguing passages in this section was about:  (this may or may not be one that the Passage Master selected) 

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

3.  Group Participation Today:   (1) not on task (2) needed to be redirected (3) focused and participated when asked (4) participated, involved, and contributed a great deal to discussion 

  

	Member's Name 
	Completed Reading 
	Contributes 

relevant info 
	Listens to group members 
	Fulfills duties 

	  

  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

  
	  
	  
	  
	  


Remember to place this sheet in your group folder before leaving today. 

 

