
SIP Goal:  Reading Comprehension

Problem solving and analyzing

Source: http://education.uncc.edu/literacyfordemocracy/Documents/Say%20Something.pdf

Strategy: Say Something 

Short, K. G., Harste, J., & Burke, C. (1996). Creating classrooms for authors and inquirers (2nd ed.). Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

Overview: This strategy provides students with opportunities to construct meaning and monitor their understanding. It establishes a very clear and simple method for helping students make clear connections to text, especially when the material is especially complex. A chart with possible topics to help conversations is beneficial. 

Examples follow: 

Narrative: plot, feelings, summarization, predictions, connections, mood, setting, character descriptions 

Expository: summarization, connections, predictions, paraphrasing, exploring big ideas 

Procedure: 
1. Students are assigned a partner. 

2. An assigned portion of the text is read either silently or orally. (It is particularly effective when used with pairings of lower readers with more accomplished ones.) 

3. When they have finished, they turn to their partner and "say something" about what they have just read. This might involve summarizing the material, connecting with a character, or asking each other questions. One suggestion is to have a chart with the rules that follow hanging in the room so that the students can refer to it. 

4. When the assigned material has been read and discussed, more text is assigned and the process is repeated. 

Rules for Say Something: 
Decide with your partner who will say something first. 

When you say something, do one or more of the following: 

• Make a prediction. 

• Ask a question. 

• Clarify something you had misunderstood. 

• Make a comment. 

• Make a connection. 

If you can't do one of these five things, you need to reread. 

Say Something Prompts


[image: image1]

More on Say Something!!!!!
Source: http://www.tcnj.edu/~mckenna8/lesson%204.htm

  

Name:

Date:

Say Something Reflection

1. How did using Say Something change the way you read and understood the material?

2. What's something you discovered through Say Something in the material you just finished? This can be a connection you made, a meaning you uncovered, etc.

3. What type of comment prompt did you use least often? Most often?

4. What can you do to make your Say Something comments more powerful? 

5. What do you need me to do to help you use this strategy more effectively? And, how can we change our procedure to make Say Something more successful next time?
 

Sample Lesson Plan

 

Using "Say Something" to Support Socially-Constructed Comprehension of Act V, Scene iii of The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet 

NJCCCS

3.1.12.D.1 Read developmentally appropriate materials (at an independent level) with accuracy and speed. 

3.1.12.D.2 Use appropriate rhythm, flow, meter, and pronunciation when reading. 

3.1.12.E.1 Assess, and apply reading strategies that are effective for a variety of texts (e.g., previewing, generating questions, visualizing, monitoring, summarizing, evaluating). 

3.1.12.G.12 Analyze the elements of setting and characterization to construct meaning of how characters influence the progression of the plot and resolution of the conflict. 

3.2.12.B.1 Analyzing characteristics, structures, tone, and features of language of selected genres and apply this knowledge to own writing. 

3.3.12.B.4 Select and discuss literary passages that reveal character, develop theme, and illustrate literary elements. 

3.3.12.B.2 Extend peer contributions by elaboration and illustration. 

3.3.12.D.1 Speak for a variety of purposes (e.g., persuasion, information, entertainment, literary interpretation, dramatization, and personal expression). 

3.4.12.A.1 Discuss, analyze and extend ideas heard orally. 

Learning Objectives

Students will be able to work cooperative to construct the meaning of a text by using a reading strategy which asks them to stop often and verbally express questions, clarifications, connections, etc.

Students will be able to reflect upon the use of the reading strategy and their participation in the application of it

Students will be able to reflect on, identify the results of, and judge the merits of rash decision making/impetuousness

Students will be able to utilize the structure and content of another piece of literature to formulate an imitation which represents their understanding of character relationships in Romeo and Juliet. 

Materials

Say Something Guidelines handouts

Say Something Prompts handouts

Do Now handouts

Copies of portion of R & J text

Say Something Reflection handouts

W. H. Auden poem handouts

Last Block:

Students received copies of a portion of Act IV, Scene iii. They previewed the scene, deciding on 7 points at which they would, during next class, stop to say something. Students received Say Something Guidelines and Prompts last class also. 

Motivation – 10 Minutes

1. Think of a time when you made a rash (unreasonable) decision while you were upset. Maybe you even felt like you were defending someone's honor or preserving a relationship. What were the consequences of the decision? Was your decision worth the consequences that followed it?

Instructional Plan

60 Minutes

1. Students will move to meeting area

2. Students will observe a teacher model of Say Something

3. Students will move into teacher-assigned pairs

4. Students will use "Say Something" prompts and stop at student-selected points to apply strategy

5. Students will report out and share at least one comment made during Say Something each; students will discuss what has happened in the scene and whether Romeo and Juliet's decisions were honorable; who else has made rash decisions in this play? 

6. Students will complete a reflection on their use of "Say Something"

7. Group debrief of strategy; share reflection answers

15 Minutes

8. Groups will fill in a Somebody Wanted But So chart drawn on the board in order to summarize scene; teacher checks for comprehension

 

Closing -- 5 Minutes

1. Discussion of the rash decisions being made in the scene and what could have been different if these decisions weren't made

Homework

None

Assessments

1. Teacher-observed participation in Say Something

2. Student reflection handouts

3. Group discussion/group share of comments

4. Somebody Wanted But So answers

Additional Resources: http://www.thecenterlibrary.org/cwis/cwisdocs/pdfs/say-something.pdf
http://www.arps.org/users/ms/reckendk/10%206%2005%20%20Say%20Something.doc
Clarify Something


*Oh, I get it...


*Now I understand...


*This makes sense now...


*No, I think it means...


*I agree with you. This means...


*At first I though (fill in detail), but now 


I think...


*This part is really saying...








Make a Connection


*This part reminds me of...


*This part is like...


*This character (fill in name) is like (fill 


  in name) because...


*This is similar to...


*The differences are...


*I also (name something in text that has


  also happened to you)


*I never (name something in text that has


  never happened to you)


*This character makes me think of...


*This setting reminds me of...








 Make a Comment





*This is good because...


*This is hard because...


*This is confusing because...


*I like the part where...


*I don't like this part because...


*My favorite part so far is...


*I think that...








Ask a Question


*Why did...


*What's this part about...


*How is this (fill in detail) like this (fill in detail)...


*What would happen if...


*Why...


*Who is...


*What does this section (fill in detail) mean...


*Do you think that...


*I don't get this part here...








Make A Prediction


*I predict that...


*I bet that...


*I think that...


*Since this happened (fill in detail), then 


I bet the next thing that is going to happen is...


*Reading this part makes me think that this (fill in detail) is about to happen...


*I wonder if...











