Thematic Literature Unit – Survival

Mrs. Dobbs Reading
April 28 – May 20

We will be reading various texts about survivors.  During this unit, we will analyze the character traits, motivation, conflicts, coping strategies, and changes endured by survivors of all types.  Readings will include novels and real-life stories.

Please refer to the schedule below for due dates and assignments.

PRE READING 






Day 1 -- Day 2 (4/28 - 5/1)

Anticipation Guide on survival

Class discussion on real-life survivors

Book Talks

DURING READING 
Day 3 – 6  (5/4 -5/13) 

Thematic Literature Circles  

Island of the Blue Dolphins – Scott O’Dell

My Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George

Hatchet – Gary Paulsen

Call of the Wild – Jack London

Snowbound – Harry Mazer

Each student will be assigned one of the above books to read in class.  Books will be provided by Mrs. Dobbs and will NOT leave the classroom.  Students will then be assigned to groups.  Each group will consist of 4-5 students and each book will be represented in the group. 
Students will read their assigned book during Independent Reading.  Students may fill out one bookmark per class on their assigned book. 
After Independent Reading, students will get with their groups and discuss assigned questions.  Questions should be discussed in detail.  The group responses will be turned in daily for a daily class work grade.  Each group member will be assigned a role (by the group members) and participate in the discussion.  Students will also be graded by their peers on group participation. 
AFTER READING
Day 6 – Day 8 (5/12 – 5/18)

As a culminating activity, groups will choose and complete one of the following projects.  The majority of the project work will be completed in class.  A rubric for each activity will follow. 
1. A survival kit

2. A survival map

3. A guide book for survival

4. Write a poem on survival, using either a real-life survivor or the character in your novel

5. Create a Venn diagram on poster board, comparing a real-life survivor with one of the characters
6. Write a survival brochure titled, “How to Survive 8th Grade”

7. Artwork piece on survival

