Survival Unit ideas (8 class periods)
Day 1 & 2
PreReading:
1. Anticipation Guide on survival

2. Discuss as a class: 

What is a survivor?

Who are survivors we know of?

What traits do they possess or need to survive?

What types of challenges do people face that require survival skills?

Is there a lasting effect of being a survivor?

What are symbols of survival?

3. Show images of survival – Hudson airplane

4. Students will read about real-life survivors and identify in groups the characteristics that helped these individuals to survive.

Day  3 – 6
Thematic Literature Circles:  
Island of the Blue Dolphins – Scott O’Dell
My Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George
Hatchet – Gary Paulsen

Call of the Wild – Jack London

Snowbound – Harry Mazer

Students are assigned to groups consisting of 4-5 people.  Groups are assigned based on student responses to the Anticipation Guide.  Each book in the unit should be represented in each group.  

Students will read their assigned book during Independent Reading.

After 30 minutes, students will get in their groups and discuss the following.  Questions should be discussed in detail.  Each group member will be assigned a role (by the group members) and participate in the discussion.  
Day Three:

1. What has taken place in the book you are reading?  Discuss the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, the conflicts, the parts of the plot, etc.   

2. What are the similarities and differences between the novels?  Look beyond the setting and obvious traits (such as the gender and age of the main character.)

Day Four:

3. What is the situation that the protagonist is trying to survive? Is it by choice or an accident?  Is it man-made or natural?
4. Is there danger present?  If so, what is dangerous about the situation? 

5. What conflicts does the protagonist face?  How does the protagonist handle the conflict?

Day Five:

6. What character traits help the protagonist?  What character traits hurt the protagonist?

7. What coping strategies does the protagonist develop to survive?

8. How does the character change throughout the story?

Day Six:

9. What traits does the protagonist share with real-life survivors?

10. What has our protagonist learned during the struggle and survival?

As a culminating activity, groups will choose and complete one of the following projects:

· A survival kit

· A survival map

· A guide book for survival

· Write a poem on survival, using either a real-life survivor or the character in your novel

· Create a Venn diagram on poster board, comparing a real-life survivor with one of the characters
· Write a survival brochure titled, “How to Survive 8th Grade”

· Artwork piece on survival

Survival Anticipation Guide

Please read each statement below.  Think carefully whether you agree or disagree with each statement.  In the right hand column next to each statement, circle the appropriate number based on your opinion.  Circle a “1” if you adamantly disagree with the statement.  Circle a “10” if you completely agree with the statement.   Circle the numbers in between if your opinion is not that strong.
	
	
	Strongly disagree → Strongly agree

	1
	I could survive on my own for a year in the wilderness.
	  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

	2
	I couldn’t survive a weekend without my cell phone or iPod.
	  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

	3
	If I had to survive alone for one year, I would rather be at the beach than in the mountains or wilderness.
	  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

	4
	Humans are the only creatures that have struggles and stress.
	  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

	5
	Physical strength is more important than mental strength to survive a difficult situation.
	  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

	6
	If stranded away from civilization, I would rather be with a close friend than alone.
	  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

	7
	I believe that struggles in life just make us stronger people.
	  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

	8
	Bad situations can be avoided in life.
	  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

	9
	Surviving a difficult situation requires both mental strength and physical strength.
	  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

	10
	Surviving a difficult situation requires more mental strength than physical strength.
	  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10


Add the numbers that you circled.  Write the total here: 



