
activities: grades 6-8

And 37 other writing prompts that will have your
middle schoolers happily reaching for their pens.

Pizza slices, the number of "free

minutes" left on a cell phone

plan-these are "real-world"
fractions. Why not ask kids to

write about them? Whether you

teach English or math, asking middle

schoolers to respond to a prompt is an

easy strategy that can yield powerful
results. Writing to prompts allows stu-

dents to express their own ideas about

things they really care about (what the

experts call "writing for an authentic

purpose") and demonstrate understand-

ing of what they've learned. Prompts are

also a great way to assess kids' writing,

prepare for a classroom test, or practice

for the writing exercises they will

encounter on standardized tests. Check
out some of the favorite writing prompts

from the experts behind the new Write

to Know series from Advanced Learning

Press. Then take a look at our tips for

creating your own targeted prompts.

* In math, ask kids to...
N Describe the ways you might use

fractions in everyday life, such as when

sharing a pizza.
* Explain the long division process.

Why do you think it works?

I Describe your process for determining

which cell phone company is offering

the best deal.

I Explain the Pythagorean theorem in

your own words. Why does it work?

E Describe a ruler in detail. Describe

how a ruler is used.

* Explain how you would determine the

best design for a paper airplane. What

data would you collect? How would

the data be organized and displayed?

* Do you think there is such a thing

as luck? Defend your position.

-Jan Christinson, M.Ed.

• In science, ask kids t....
* Explain where your local weather

comes from and why.
E Explain how living organisms affect

the composition of the atmosphere and

contribute to the weathering of statues

such as tombstones.
* Explain your understanding of how a

single-celled organism sustains life. How

does it gain energy? Reproduce? Put

your thoughts in comic-strip format.

I Write about yourself in a scientific

way. Explain heredity and give examples

of inherited, as well as learned, traits.

* Pretend you have discovered a new

organism. Illustrate how it looks, moves,

and obtains food. Write about where it

lives and how its characteristics adapted

to the environment.

* Imagine an unknown substance is
left on your lab tray. You are not sure

whether it is toxic. How would you

handle it? Explain how you determine

the characteristic properties of the

substance in order to identify it.
-Anne M. Holbrook, M.Ed.,

and Rosemary Ruthven, M.S.,

Literary Specialist

• In social studies, ask kids t...
E Imagine yourself into a climate that is

different from the one you live in now.
Describe how your house and the kinds

of clothing you wear are affected by the
conditions where you live.

* Explain where your town gets its

water. Your city government can help

you get the details. Describe the source

of your water and each step that brings

it to the houses in your town.

E Assume the role of one of the millions

of people who immigrated to the United

States in the late 1880s. Write about why
you want to come to the United

INSTRUCTOR DECEMBER 2005 49



Looking for activities and lesson plans
for favorite authors and books? Check
out teacherscholastic.com, which is chock
full of fresh ideas for making reading fun.

Reading Resources Network
This part of Scholastic's Web site is one-
stop shopping for teachers of reading:
Check out best practices, literature con-
nections, and ways to get kids to drop
everything and read.

Flashtight Readers Ctub
This cool "club for kids who love books"
lets students in on all kinds of info and

activities for favorite books. This month:

the popular Chasing Vermeer.

TaLk With Potly Horvath
The author of Everything on a Waffle
will chat with teachers and kids on
December 12. Throughout the month,
students can tog on to discuss Horvath's
imaginative stories.

activities: grades 6-8

States and what opportunities you hope

to take advantage of. Your composition

should describe at least three things that

the immigrants hoped to obtain and why

each of these things is so important to

you as an immigrant.

* After researching the culture of a tribe

of Native Americans, write a description

using your five senses to describe what

it might have been like to live in their

type of shelter, eat their food, and

wear their clothes.

* Prepare a brochure to help get more

young people to vote. Create a catchy

title. Write a good list of reasons why

people should vote in elections.

E Talk with your family about the differ-

ent types of taxes we pay. Then write

several paragraphs describing what you
think about these taxes.

N Try your hand at advertising a product.

Select a product to promote and create a
one-page advertisement for it. How will

you make people your age want to buy

that product? What will you say about

it? How will you say it so it gets ------

the consumer's attention? /'

-Gary "Skip" Jensen, M.A.,

and Rosemary Ruthven to CO,

*In ar4 ask kids to... ,,,
N Define art based on your . -

personal experience.
E Write your own personal art history.

Begin with your first art-malking memory.

E Describe the importance of painting in

a world with digital photography.

* Think about whether or not photo-

graphs ever "lie." If so, how?

* Discuss whether "realistic" works of

art are actually realistic.

* Defend whether or not a work of art
can change the world. Heal? Cause a
riot? If so, how?

-Larry Hurt, M.S., and Rosemary

Ruthven

0' In music, ask kids to...
N Write a short story about a time

when a piece of music provoked you
or affected you emotionally.

* Explain why different types of music
are needed for different types of

ceremonies and events.

Cm&t your wn pompts
Here are four tips from the experts.

BE CLEAR Identify the audience, purpose for
writing, format, and required length.

STAY FOCUSED Design prompts that specifi-
cally address the learning questions you
began with at the start of the unit.

AVOID TROUBLE Don't ask students to talk
about anything personal that may seem as
an invasion of prilvacy also avoid asking stu-
dents to write about holidays or birthdays.

TRY IT OUT Be sure you could effectively write
to the prompt yourself. Plan out what you
Would do, as an expert writer, to satisfy the
requirements of the prompt.

t Explain the influence music has

on today's society.

" Come up with a definition of what

you think music is and then develop an

argument to defend your definition.

.Pretend you have been chosen to go

to Pluto to be in charge of creating the
band programs in the planet's schools.

How would you set the programs up

so that they would have the most

e \success?
U Describe how the music indus-

/try affects the economy.
-j-nne M. Holbrook, M.Ed.,

an Rosemary Ruthven, M.S.,
Literary Specialist

ý> In RE., ak kids to...
N Write about whether they perform bet-

ter alone or in front of a crowd.
E Discuss where you can get additional

exercise opportunities after school.

* Name some potential dangers of par-
ticipating in an extracurricular sport.

"* Explain why flexibility is important.

"* Describe what you would say to class-
mates about the importance of striving

for goals on a fitness test.
* Write about how the "Law of

Specificity" applies to RE. class. This
law states that if you work a certain

muscle group, that muscle group will

benefit directly.

-Kindra J. Waters, M.A., CHES,

and Rosemary Ruthven E]
ADAPTED FROM THE WRITE TO KNOWNONFICRON WRITING
PROMPTS SERIES IADVANCED LEARNING PRESS, 2005). TO
ORDER, VSIT WWW.MAKINGSTANDARDSWORK.COM
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